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If a child walks in a straight line and pulls a wagon attached at the end of a rope, the 
wagon traces out a curve called the tractrix. It is the same curve that is traced out by an 
airplane as it chases another airplane moving in a straight line. Tractrices also occur in 
many other areas of applied mathematics. 
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So, let’s assume that we have a mass of 2 kg and that γ = 0.392, then we have

Let us now pick different values of v and compute 
the slope of the tangent line for those values of the 
velocity.
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